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Insulin reservoirInsulin reservoir A pen needle has openings on 
both ends that allow for a possible 
exchange of insulin and air. 
When you leave a needle attached to 
your pen, changes in the environment 
could impact your dosage.

NeedleNeedle

Pen capPen cap

Protect your insulin to ensure dose accuracy.
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For more information, visit www.bd.com/us/diabetes
Follow local regulations for the disposal of used pen needles.

• Going from a warm place to a cold place 
causes insulin to compress. 

• Air may fill the empty space. 
• This may cause an under-dose, up to 2/3 of 

the dose may not be delivered.1

• Going from a cold place to a warm place 
causes the insulin to expand. 

• As insulin expands it will leak out through 
the passage way that the needle creates.

• The fluid may leak out while particles stay in,
changing the concentration of insulin.

• The strength of your insulin may be 
altered, which will have an effect on 
the dose administered (may overdose).  

Warm to Cold Causes Compression Cold to Warm Causes Expansion

TEMPERATURE CHANGES CAN IMPACT YOUR INJECTION

DO NOT RECAP YOUR PEN WITH THE NEEDLE STILL ATTACHED.
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